Press Release

Engineering Cells Fit for Immunotherapy
Avectas joins the new Competence Center for Next-Generation NK
Cell-based Cancer Immunotherapy
16th January 2020, Ireland – Avectas, a cell engineering technology company
developing Solupore®, announces it has joined the new Competence Center for NextGeneration NK Cell-based Cancer Immunotherapy (“NextGenNK”) as a collaborative
partner established at Karolinska Institutet (“KI”), Stockholm, Sweden.
“The Avectas team is delighted to join this center for the development of next
generation cell therapies and is excited about the potential for NK cells with respect to
allogeneic therapies and addressing key manufacturing challenges for these
transformative therapies” said Dr. Michael Maguire, co-founder and CEO of Avectas.
Vinnova, Sweden’s Innovation Agency, is making a signi cant investment in NextGenNK,
where universities and companies together will conduct collaborative world-class
research and innovation in areas that are important for Sweden while contributing to
global spread and commercialization. NextGenNK has received commitments from a
consortium of key opinion leaders and experts from academia and the biotech industry
to collectively collaborate with the goal of creating a recognized world-class research
environment in the eld of natural killer cell-based immunotherapy targeting cancers.
NextGenNK is scheduled to receive up to approximately $12 million in funding over the
next ve years from multiple stakeholders including Vinnova, Karolinska Institutet and
its industry partners with the opportunity to apply for extended funding for an additional
ve years at a similar level. NextGenNK will be led by its Director, Hans-Gustaf
Ljunggren, M.D., Ph.D., Professor at the Department of Medicine at KI, former Dean of
Research at KI, former Director of the Center for Infectious Medicine at KI, and member
of the Nobel Assembly at KI. “We are extremely honored, humbled and grateful to
Vinnova for recognizing the potential global impact on human health by establishing
NextGenNK,” stated Dr. Ljunggren. “We propose to develop a precision-medicine
strategy to direct NK cells to their cancer targets and to optimally stimulate NK cell
activity in the body. And by assembling leading scientists and clinicians, including those
whom have played key roles over the past four decades of NK cell innovation, this
collaboration and discovery-network is expected to generate outcomes that go far
beyond the capability of any individual partner.”
NextGenNK’s Co-Directors will be: Evren Alici, M.D., Ph.D., Associate Professor at the
Department of Medicine at KI, Head of the Gene & Cell Therapy Group at KI; and KarlJohan Malmberg, M.D., Ph.D., Professor at the Department of Cancer Immunology,
Institute for Cancer Research, Oslo University Hospital.
Contact: Dr. Michael Maguire - mmaguire@avectas.com

About
Avectas: Founded in 2012 by Dr.
Michael Maguire and Dr. Shirley
O’Dea, Avectas has 30 employees
with 70% educated to doctorate
level. Avectas is a cell engineering
business developing a unique
delivery technology platform to
enable the ex-vivo manufacture
of our partners' gene modi ed cell
therapy products, which will retain
high in-vivo functionality. Our
vision is to be the leading non-viral
cell engineering technology
provider, integrated into
manufacturing processes for
multiple autologous and
allogeneic therapies,
commercialized through
development and license
agreements.
Solupore®: Avectas has
developed a proprietary cell
engineering technology,
Solupore® which enables the exvivo manufacture of gene
modi ed cell therapy products,
which retain high in-vivo cell
functionality. Solupore® delivers
advanced molecules such as
DNA, mRNA, proteins and gene
editing tools to a range of primary
cell types including T cells and NK
cells for immunooncology and
gene editing applications.
For more information, please visit
the Company’s website at:
www.avectas.com
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